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The romantic Rachel has great respect for her accomplished
brother, but represents a slightly different school.
What my brother thinks of her majesty's case is not easy to
divine; but Sabre is convinced of the queen's guilt, upon some
private and authentic information which a friend of his, who has
returned from Italy, heard when travelling in that country. This
information he has not, however, repeated to me, so that it must
be very bad. We shall know all when the trial comes on. In the
meantime, his majesty, who has lived in dignified retirement since
he came to the throne, has taken up his abode, with rural felicity,
in a cottage in Windsor Forest; where he now, contemning all
the pomp and follies of his youth, and this metropolis, passes his
days amidst his cabbages, with innocence and tranquillity, far
from the intrigues of courtiers, and insensible to the murmuring
waves of the fluctuating populace, that set in with so strong a
current towards " the mob-led queen," as the divine Shakespeare
has so beautifully expressed it.1
Mrs Pringle's homely remarks on George the Fourth's
determined rustication are a refreshing contrast.
Is it not a hard thing to come to London and no to see the king?
I am not pleesed with him, I assure you, becose he does not set
himself out to public view, like ony other curiosity, but stays in
his palis, they say, like one of the anshent wooden images of
idolatry, the which is a great peety, he beeing, as I am told, a
beautiful man, and more the gendeman than all the coortiers of
his court.2
The irony which is so obvious in this satirical sketch, for " The
The Ayrshire Legatees is very brief, comes more subdy into Gait's PrwM
next work, The Provost (1822), in which a self-made man tells
his own story, having left this record of his municipal achieve-
ments in the hands of his widow. Almost as soon as Mr Pawkie
opened his shop " at the Cross, facing the Tolbooth," in Gude-
town, he began to meditate upon the advantages that would accrue
to himself and the borough if he became a member of the town
council. His ambitions soared to the proudest heights: he saw
himself a bailie, and even a provost; and, with the fine tact which
was always to characterize him, he managed to inspire others
with the same prophetic views and get himself suggested for the
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